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The industrial revolution is usually depicted as a success story. ..., however, the industrial revolution may
come to be regarded not as a beneficial event which liberated mankind from the shackles which limited
growth possibilities in all organic economies but as the precursor of an overwhelming tragedy—assuming

that there are still survivors to tell the tale.

(Wrigley, E.A. The Path to Sustained Growth: England’s Transition from an Organic Economy to an
Industrial Revolution. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2016, pp. 204-5.)
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[German original]
Die Produktion der Ideen, Vorstellungen, des BewuBtseins ist zundchst unmittelbar verflochten in die
materielle Thatigkeit & den materiellen Verkehr der Menschen, Sprache des wirklichen Lebens. Das
Vorstellen, Denken, der geistige Verkehr der Menschen erscheinen hier noch als direkter Einfluf3 ihres
materiellen Verhaltens. (Deutsche Ideologie, S.135)

[English translation]
The production of ideas, of conceptions, of consciousness, is at first directly interwoven with the material
activity and the material intercourse of men — the language of real life. Conceiving, thinking, the mental

intercourse of men at this stage still appear as the direct efflux of their material behaviour. (Marx and

Engels. 1976. The German ideology. Moscow, 1976, Third revised edition., p. 42)
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