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TPUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE AT AN ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY IN
TAIWAN
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The purpose of this research is to study the participation of aboriginal people in the environmental governance
for stream conservation of Jiuliao River Watershed in Taiwan. | try to understand the effects of governmental
policies on indigenous community conservation and eco-tourism development. Moreover, we also investigate
public perception toward this watershed management. The Lunpi community is selected as study area, and
local residents mostly belong to the indigenous Atayal tribe. | conduct in-depth interviews to 27 local aboriginal




people. The Institutional Analysis and Development Framework (IAD) is applied to analyze the natural
resources governance and to assess the outcomes of stream conservation in the Jiuliao River watershed. In
addition, | apply questionnaire survey (n=142) to understand local respondents’ perception toward
environmental governance in the study area. Results show that there are three process stages of
environmental governance in study area including: (1) the early stage that local residents have obligation

for collective action in stream conservation; (2) the middle stage that outside resources improve the collective
action; and (3) the late stage that local residents and central government co-manage this watershed for stream
conservation and eco-tourism development. Besides, based on the analysis of questionnaire survey,
respondents mostly satisfy the outcomes of environmental governance in study area, including maintenance,
management, and participation dimensions. Applying the factor analysis, the respondents’ cognition and
attitudes are summarized into environmental conservation, eco-tourism development, and socioeconomic and
cultural factors.
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